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Our “Dear Black Folks” initiative is an art and affirmation campaign designed to disrupt
public space. These loving messages challenge stigmatizing narratives and affirm Black
people’s wellbeing. This year’s campaign is accompanied with the framing #YouBelongHere
coined by our Director of Training and Programs, Natalie Patterson, to affirm that Black
people of all identities are worthy of dignity and belonging. The lead writers for the campaign
were our Executive Director Yolo Akili Robinson and Director of Training and Programs
Natalie Patterson, who collaborated with the team (Amanda Poole, Uzo Seymour, Donnie
Hue Frazier lll and Imani Bashir) to complete the affirmations. The project was led by Skye
Barclay. All designs were created by Richard Ford lll.

The campaign this year is displayed in bus shelters and subway posters in BEAM's hub cities-
Los Angeles, CA and Atlanta, GA as well as in Oakland, CA and New York City (Harlem/
Brooklyn), NY. The campaign runs during Mental Health Liberation Month, a renaming of
Minority Mental Health Month mandated by BEAM, that reframes July as a time to reimagine
and decolonize mental health care systems.

#YouBelongHere was chosen as the hashtag to affirm that all Black people belong here, in

all identities, even in the face of continued discrimination and anti-blackness. As we are in an
ongoing mental health crisis, it also serves as a life affirming message.
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Affirmations to the Black Community
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DEAR BLACK TRANS YOUTH

Your identity is yours to define.
You are deserving of self-love
and a constellation of community
that protects you and holds you in dignity.
We are forever proud of you
and your glorious and radiant light.

* #YouBelongHere

WRITTEN BY: UZO SEYMOUR & YOLO AKILI
ILLUSTRATED BY: RICHARD FORD Il
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DEAR BLACK LESBIAN AND
QUEER WOMEN,

We see you...

Carrying comets on your shoulders,
and moving moons, like mountains.
Rest.

Bask in your own love.
Celebrate your own shine;
Knowing there is no constellation
complete

without your celestial and sacred presence.

#YouBelongHere

WRITTEN BY: IMANI BASHIR,
AMANDA POOLE & YOLO AKILI
ILLUSTRATED BY: RICHARD FORD Il

BEAM

BLA CK EMOTIONAL AND
MENT AL HEAL TH C OLLECTIVE

ILLUSTRATED BY: RICHARD FORD lll
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DEAR BLACK PARENTS,
We see you. +

Rearranging the orbits of the planets
to make a place for your children to shine.
Know this: Your contribution is not in vain.

* The generational patterns you break
bring strength and sustenance

++ to us all. +
T

#YouBelongHere

WRITTEN BY: YOLO AKILI



1,402,600 Impressions
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Brooklyn Subway Stations

4,615,110 Impressions
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1,801,112 Impressions
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Atlanta Marta Bus Shelters

2,064,564 Impressions
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Healing is
your birthright

i #YouBelongHere
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https://www.youtube.com/shorts/o5SnhY9XzGM
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/o5SnhY9XzGM?si=q_B1Y8k26fJYppCe
https://youtube.com/shorts/vaLgW1tX6h4?si=16sSiyQN01uYpJRf



https://youtu.be/VDBZiI-q84E
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Papala Harris
Loved seeing this on the G line @@ @ great work
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DEAR BLACK PARENTS,

We see you.
Rearranging the orbits of the planets
to make a place for your children to shine.
Know this: Your contribution is not in vain.
| The generational patterns you break
: bring strength and sustenance

+ to us all.

#YouBelongHere ( g
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. Clinton Nichols

This is beautiful! As a Black gay man who came out as a teenager in the
late 80s seeing a poster like this would have been so inspiring and
comforting for me.

~-w #DepressedWhileBlack

o F |love this!

@ seam

These are not just statements, this is what movement building looks
like. Too often, the most marginalized in our community are either
erased or bombarded with negative messaging through policy and the
media. BEAM’s #YouBelongHere campaign is challenging that.

/; Matthew D. Mor

@ ™= | literally just shared beam’s website
as a resource for a friend in need
(and | often do) and was thinking
just then about how amazing the
work is you’ve built through
community. So grateful

lynsi711 We need someuh this love in
Chicago! &




QR Page

for Resources
- LEARNMORE

Get Support Wellness Tools Buy the Poster
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https://beam.community/dear-black-folks/

SCANS BY TOP COUNTRIES

SCANS BY TOP CITIES
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Online Store Sales
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PEAR BLACK LESBIAN AND
QUEER WOMEN,

We see you...

Carrying comets on your shoulders,
and moving moons, like mountains.
Rest.

Bask in your own love.

Celebrate your own shine;

Knowing there is no constellation
complete
without your celestial and sacred presence.

#YouBelongHere
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DEAR BLACK PARENTS,

We see you.

Rearranging the orbits of the planets
to make a place for your children to shine.
Know this: Your contribution is not in vain.

The generational patterns you break
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bring strength and sustenance

+ to us all.

#YouBelongHere
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DEAR BLACK TRANS YOUTH
Your identity is yours to define.
You are deserving of self-love
and a constellation of community
that protects you and holds you in dignity.
We are forever proud of you
and your glorious and radiant light.

#YouBelongHere

WRITTEN BY: UZO SEYMOUR & YOLO AXILI
ILLUSTRATED BY: RICHARD FORD il
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DEAR BLACK TRANS }
Your identity is yours to def

You are deserving of self-love
constellation of communit

that protects you and holds you

We are forever proud of yl

and your glorious and radiant]
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You are more than
your deepest hurt

*YouBelongHere




